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Canadian Druze Centr

A Story Worth Retelling

If history’s locks were freed from the confines of the past, Pride and Perseverance would proudly march forth toward the members of our com-
munity. Each of our members carries in his or her memories the hopes and dreams we all entertained about our “home”: a story worth retelling.

A few years ago, around 1984-85, the Druze board of directors discussed with the community at large, the feasibility of building a home for the
Druze of Alberta. A magazine, Voice of Truth, published by the PR Committee and the Druze Women’s Committee, enumerated initial steps re-
quired to undertake such a project, which starts, of course, with the acquisition of land. We quote p. 24 of the above-mentioned magazine (1988
issue): “A parcel of land 86 thousand square feet has been earmarked for our project”. The Project Construction Committee will be negotiating
with the city, a payment of $ 171,000.

We never thought our impossible dream would become a tangible reality written on paper in black and white. Truth be told, recruiting generous
hearts, rallying giving spirits and instilling the love of community work, was not an easy task. We overcame many hurdles and recovered from
many set backs along the way, thanks to the powerful inspiration of the banner we held up high “United, for our home”.

Golden opportunities are rare...the outcome could easily have been different had our calls fallen on deaf ears. But hearts were beating in unison.
The community’s convictions, generosity and faith carried us forward.

Quoting a few memorable messages addressed to the community, here’s what Mr. Mazyad Yaghi, the 1980 president of the Alberta Druze Chap-
ter, wrote:

“..greatness of a nation is measured by its cultural heritage: isn’t the act of building the greatest proof of a nation’s cultural development and
richness? This is an obligation which we, followers of the faith, impose on ourselves...what is nobler than working selflessly for one’s community?”.
In an article titled “When wills are harnessed, objectives are reached”, Mr. Joe Hak wrote: “The building’s loftiness is secondary....it remains a
collection of walls.....until its space and facilities are utilised for a common good....constructing a centre funded by the Druze community of Al-
berta will first be considered a centre for the entire Arab community. Identity of guests visiting the building will not, by any means, be limited to
the identity of its builders”.

In his 1990 address to the community, the journalist Mr. Walid Shmeit, linked land and will power: “Soon and with God'’s help, a centre will be
erected on this land, a centre representing a simple wish, bowing low to a will power which dared to dream and then realised its dream...Our mes-
sage today will find its echo in history. History will speak of your integral role in donating funds, or working on a volunteer basis....”

Many spoke highly of our community’s unity and the artist Fares Malaeb, praised the qualities of the centre in verse:

“I dreamed of a home, sheltering our goals
The charms of the Orient, aligned in its arcs
Its hearth recalling to our souls
Hills of Lebanon and Arab valour”

Pouring reinforced concrete slabs. Site preparation and excavations.

Let’s enumerate some of the milestones which mark this project:

First: A parcel of land was bought and registered in deed number 928 224 912, in November 1990, for the amount of $ 152,000.

Second: A board of directors was appointed, consisting of 38 members. Subcommittees were requested to oversee different aspects
of the project, under the direction of Mr. Ziad Jaber, Mr. Joe Hak and the engineers Zuhair Jaber and Wassim Kaiss.

Third: In October 1990, donations and bank statements totalled $ 134,926.

Fourth: In August 1991, the Druze Association received a grant of $ 250,000 from the Don Getty government (cheque # 0005359),
presented by Mr. Ken Kowalski.

Fifth: The Architectural Subcommittee presented a two-phase construction plan, estimating expenditures at $ 1,056,763.

Sixth: The great effort deployed by the Druze Women’s Committee was pivotal in the success of this project.

Seventh: Our dream became a reality late in 1992. Tomorrow did come for us, unlike Hind’s love, who still waits for his tomorrow

when he wrote: “When do | see you? | asked, Hind promised, after tomorrow, and laughed”.

Remained to be decided was what to name “our house”. Several options were considered: The Centre of Arab Unitarians, the Arab Centre, the
Lebanese Canadian Centre, and the Lebanese Arab Centre. Consensus was reached to adopt the following name: The Canadian Druze Centre. The
present board, presided by Mr. Imad Chehayeb, redesigned the front entrance of the Centre, adding greatly to the aesthetic value of our centre.

v)" Past presidents of the Druze Association: '}'

Sheikh Muhib Munzer Mr. Sami Mokheiber Mr. Joe Hak
Mr. Riad Kemaleddine Mr. Mazyad Yaghi Mr. Bob Aloneisi
Mr. Kamal Seifeddine Mr. Ismail Munzer Mr. Wassim Kaiss

Mr. Ziad Jaber

Arabic article written by Walid Shmeit / Translated by Nada Chehayeb
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